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Walkability In Malden

Mission Statement
The Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Walkability recognizes walking as a legitimate means of
transportation. We promote walking for the physical and mental health of residents and visitors, for the
sense of community and support of local business, and to reduce traffic and air pollution. We advocate for
a pleasant sustainable environment for walking and for pedestrian safety for all ages and abilities.
Key Physical and Sociodemographic Characteristics
Malden is a 5.1 square mile, densely populated city of approximately 60,000+ people north of Boston.
Malden has been designated a “gateway” community with a history of strong economies and an ethnically
and linguistically diverse population1. Immigrants are no stranger to the community that rests on the
banks of the Malden River as Irish and Italians came to work in factories after the turn of the century, and
many Jewish who left Europe after World War II also migrated to Malden. Now, immigrants from China,
Haiti, Brazil and more are calling Malden home. In 2013, 45% of Malden residents were foreign-born, a
sharp increase from 26% in 2000, accounting for more than 10,000 additional residents being born outside
of the United States1. According to the 2017 ACS data (American Community Survey), the population of
Malden continues to be diverse with 46.6% white, 23.6% Asian, 16.3% Black or African American, Latinx
11.5% and multiracial 14.9%. With the most diverse high school in the Commonwealth, Malden’s student
body is 23% Asian, 20% Latino, 21% Black or African, and 32% White, with 50% of students having a first
language other than English2.
1 www.boston.com
2 Hallmark Health, Community Data Profile for Malden
Why Walkability
Walkability is a measure of how friendly an area is to walking and a pivotal aspect of sustainable urban
design. Walkability has health, environmental, and economic benefits. The US Department of Health and
Human Services recommends walking at least 2 ½ hours per week, for basic cardiovascular health.
Walkability is an important concept in sustainable urban design. Walkability focuses on environmental
features to foster an accessible and safe walkable environment. Maintaining a walkable environment
benefits the local economy by naturally generating greater foot traffic to local businesses. Walkability is
no longer just an ideal, it is a required component of any urban infrastructure to sustain a safe and
engaging area to live and thrive in. The evidence from a growing body of research shows
that walkable neighborhoods not only raise housing prices but reduce crime, improve health, spur
creativity, and encourage more civic engagement in our communities.
The Malden Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Walkability (Walkability Committee) has understood the term
walkability to include both health and economic benefits and much more. We want to see all of Malden
increase its ability to be walked. A walkable place is best defined by its opposite, what could be considered
‘not-walkable.’ A non-walkable place would include no sidewalks, large distances between cross streets,
no pedestrian traffic signals, no crosswalks. While there are some places in Malden that have traits that
could be considered ‘less walkable,’ in general, Malden as a city has a robust network of sidewalks, a
number of street-level storefronts and retail zones, and provides pedestrians with a safe place to walk.
Preserving and enhancing walkability is critical not only from a mobility perspective but also from a
business development and community character perspective. Being the stewards of preserving and
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enhancing walkability in Malden is the goal of the Walkability Committee, and to work closely with city
leaders, residents, and other community groups to achieve that goal.
Malden’s Walk Score

The Walk Score, Transit Score, and Bike Score of Malden are based on a weighted average of the scores of
many addresses in the city (see Walk Score scale below). Malden is currently rated in the high end of the
‘Somewhat Walkable’ category, with a Walk Score of 69, meaning that some errands can be completed on
foot. To put Malden’s Walk Score into perspective some neighboring town Walk Scores are Medford = 65,
Revere = 63 and Melrose = 57.

Walk Score Explained
Walk Score measures the walkability of any address based on the distance to nearby places and pedestrian
friendliness.
90–100
Walker’s Paradise
Daily errands do not require a car
70–89

Very Walkable
Most errands can be accomplished on foot

50–69

Somewhat Walkable
Some errands can be accomplished on foot

25–49

Car-Dependent
Most errands require a car

0–24

Car-Dependent
Almost all errands require a car

https://www.walkscore.com/MA/Malden
Design Recommendations
Malden’s places for walking and the places that have the most potential for improving walkability include
both public and private venues. Public spaces such as parks and parklets, plazas and playgrounds serve as
destinations for pedestrians. In order for Malden to encourage walking, it must have a dense mixture of
land uses, integrated with streets and open spaces, designed for people of all ages and abilities.
The critical areas cited with respect to walkability in the 2017 Malden Open Space and Recreation Plan
includes:
http://www.cityofmalden.org/sites/default/files/8.29-final_malden_osrp.pdf
• Develop the Malden River as a new open space
• Enhance the recreational opportunities of the existing Northern Strand Community Trail
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• Ensure adequate open space is provided as the City expands housing opportunities and other
development occurs
• Develop and distribute new open space and recreational opportunities as equitably as
possible across all neighborhoods
• Outreach and education efforts to help residents become knowledgeable about Malden’s
open space resources
• Management planning for sports fields to ensure that there are adequate fields and that they
are available for Malden teams and receive sufficient maintenance and upgrades as
necessary
Active design guidelines do not require people to make major lifestyle changes. Creating an environment
that makes movement fun, safe, and accessible invites everyone to make small and sustainable lifestyle
changes in an enjoyable way. If residents make small lifestyle changes and incorporate physical activity
into their daily lives the health benefits are measurable. This will encourage residents to spend more time
moving under their own power. An active commute, a stroll at lunch, errands run on foot: these little
activities can help people sit less in pleasant, almost unobserved ways.
Streets are Public Spaces and can serve as great opportunities for businesses and residents. By designing
streets with safety in mind people walking, parking, shopping, bicycling, working and driving can cross
paths safely. Many city streets were created in a different era and need to be reconfigured to meet new
needs. Street space can also be reused for different purposes, such as parklets, bicycle parking and pop-up
cafes. Malden’s Complete Streets Policy, as well as the cities prioritization plan, aims to keep these
principles in focus as well as other urban design initiatives the city is considering.
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Reports and Existing Conditions

Urban Land Institute
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULIDocuments/ULI_Malden_Everett_Advisory_Panel_June2015Presentation.pdf
The Urban Land Institute in conjunction with Mass Development conducted a Transformative
Development Initiative (TDI) study of Malden and Everett in June of 2015 in conjunction with the cities of
Malden and Everett. The focus concentrated on Gateway cites as an integrated place-based program for
urban redevelopment designed to implement locally-driven strategic and sustainable revitalization. The
report also suggested a bridge over the river to connect Malden and Everett. Other suggestions included a
café, public boathouse, recreational paths, food innovation district, signage, and other amenities.
Commercial Street Corridor
https://maldenredevelopment.com/content/plan-renewed-commercial-street
On December 14, 2014, Malden and Everett were selected as a Mass Development Transformative
Development District (TDI). As a result, Mass Development granted the Malden Redevelopment Authority
(MRA) $75,000 to study the Commercial Street Corridor. A team of urban planners was tasked with
identifying “strategies to enhance access to the Malden River, improve open space and implement
appropriate zoning and land use regulations,” with a focus on how to make the most of the Commercial
Street Corridor and its current sea of parking lots and boxy industrial buildings.
An assessment of environmental factors due to past hardcore industrial activity will likely shape those
recommendations as well as the possibility of moving Malden’s Public Works Yard, which is located on a
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large riverfront parcel owned by MRA. The study will include an implementation plan including long and
short-term strategies for development, improved access to the Malden River and creating open space.
The study was concluded in October of 2017. The results of the study have not been shared.
Utile Malden River Greenway Planning Study
https://www.utiledesign.com/work/malden-river-greenway-planning-study
Utile in conjunction with the Mystic River Watershed Association and the cities of Everett, Malden, and
Medford studied the creation of a series of connected paths and opportunities for recreation along the
Malden River, resulting in a continuous waterfront path system. The Malden River, once a hidden
industrialized channel of the Mystic has the potential to be a key link in a regional greenway system for the
Mystic River Watershed. The project analyzed the current waterfront properties and public access to the
river and made recommendations for new pathways to create a complete greenway network, while
finding locations for potential amenities, including a new boathouse, boat launches, parks, boardwalks,
and pedestrian bridges.
Utile consulted with municipal agencies, non-profits, local advocates, private property owners, and led a
robust community outreach effort to develop a plan that was wholly supported by all the relevant
stakeholders.
Malden Art Line Project
http://www.maldenarts.org/uploads/2/9/7/7/29779617/artline12_for_wallsfences.pdf
The Malden Art Line Project is a vision for a premier public art gallery along the Northern Strand
Community Trail with professional murals, sculptures and community hubs featuring bursts of art,
greenscapes, pedestrian and bicycle accommodations, and gathering spaces.
In August 2019 artists Jesse Melanson, assisted by Megan Lacy, executed a four-story mural at the corner
of Washington and Exchange Streets to honor Malden musician/composer Norman Greenbaum and his
song, “Spirit in the Sky.” The mural was unveiled on October 16 and is located at Exchange & Washington
Streets.
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The Wonderful World of Ed Emberley Mural (below), at David R. FitzGerald Park and Exchange Street, was
painted by high school students from Malden High School, Mystic Valley Regional Charter School, and
Malden Catholic High School with supervision by their art teachers and by members of Malden Arts.

The Frank Stella mural (below) is located on Eastern Avenue on the wall behind Malden High School. This
mural was funded by Patronicity, which is a part of Mass Development. The mural was put in place to pay
homage to Frank Stella, who was born in Malden, and to appreciate his contributions to Malden.
The mural is a part of Frank Stella’s “Protractor” series that he created in the 1960s, which is a collection of
bright, curved bands of color on large canvases, cut to resemble the semi-circular shape of protractors.

Additionally, the Canal Street Hub (below) on The Malden Arts ARTLine is complete. The Canal Street art
hub is the first to be installed along the Malden Arts ARTLine. Additional art hubs at FitzGerald Park, Linden
Square, and Ferry Street were installed over the summer and fall 2019.

Wong Way Transportation Study, Northeastern University
http://www.cityofmalden.org/sites/default/files/wwt_report_final.pdf
Wong Way Transportation (WWT) was selected by the Northeastern University CEE Capstone to develop a
design solution for the downtown area, currently known as Malden Center. WWT worked in conjunction
with the City of Malden with the vision of making Malden a destination, possibly reimagined as Malden
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Village, accessible by pedestrians, cyclists, public transportation and motor vehicles. The report was
released in April of 2016.
The design for Malden Village was created using a network approach. Each roadway layout is improved to
move all users more efficiently throughout the project area and around the Malden Center Station. A new
bicycle network was proposed to form connections between the
Malden High School, the Northern Strand Community Trail, the Malden Center Station, and the Malden
High School athletic field. Some of the project's solutions include: separated bike lanes, extending the
existing bicycle trail, improved sidewalk facilities, and buffer zones which provide a defined vertical
separation from high-speed traffic on peripheral roads. The plan intends to provide solutions in phases
that can be obtained in a short period of time before additional funding is secured for 205 improvements
that would alter the roadway geometry. The expected cost to implement the proposed design is $9.34
million.
While this report concentrated primarily on industry (including zoning and industrial jobs and alternative
energy sources) rather than residential and walkability, it did point out some challenges. A primary
concern was a connection to the Malden River and the Wellington MBTA station. Neither is easily
accessible to commuters as congested streets add to non-accessibility. The report detailed problems with
the Wellington MBTA area and included the Malden DPW plot. The challenge is that the DPW on the river
is precluding a potential development opportunity. It was felt this area could be used more efficiently and
improve access to the river. The new Malden River Works Project is addressing some of these concerns.
Current Walking Routes and Resources
The Walkability Committee is particularly proud of the Welcome to Malden signs located at entry points to
the City and of the Way Finding Signs designed to help pedestrians easily navigate the City which is
bordered with an original design by world-renowned artist Frank Stella, who was born in Malden. The
Welcome to Malden’s signs serve as a welcome to residents and visitors to the City. Mayor Gary
Christenson received recommendations for the installation of welcome signs from both the Mayor’s
Committee on Walkability and Linden STEAM Academy students Safiyah and Tarek Fghani. The signs
feature Malden’s Blue and Gold colors and remind all who enter the City of our “Strong Past” and “Proud
Future”. As folks exit, the City, the backs of the signs thank visitors for coming and welcome them to come
back soon!

Blue Street Signs
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In 2013 the newly formed Walkability Committee recommended that the City of Malden replace the old
green out-dated street signs that included the city seal, in the corner, which was difficult to read. The City
has now replaced the old street signs, in most locations, with new, easier to read blue street signs.

Malden Wayfinding Signage
The signs are bordered with an original design by world-renown artist Frank Stella, who was born in
Malden. WalkBoston Board Member, Ann Hershfang, one of the five founding members of the first
pedestrian advocacy group in the U.S. commended Walkability Chair, Sharon Santillo, and the Mayor for
making Malden the first city ever to combine artwork with walkability.
The Wayfinding Signs are designed to help pedestrians easily navigate the City and encourage a healthy
lifestyle. The theme of the Wayfinding Sign program is “Connect the Squares.” Malden’s different squares
are identified on the signs along with government and city buildings, schools, parks, and recreation
facilities. Additionally, each sign names various Malden sites and displays the number of minutes it takes
to walk to that location with arrows pointing in the appropriate direction.

In 2014 the Walkability Committee was awarded the Golden Shoe Award (pictured above) presented by
Walk Boston. Mayor Christenson and Sharon Santillo were honored for their leadership and perseverance
in their continued collaboration to make Malden more walkable. The Walkability Committee shared the
honor and was recognized for their hard work and dedication in making the community more pedestrianfriendly. Their recommendations to the Mayor included better signage, improved sidewalks, and new
crosswalks. Artist Frank Stella was acknowledged for allowing his original design to be combined with the
Wayfinding Signs seen in the downtown. These signs help pedestrians easily navigate the City and
9

encourage a healthier lifestyle. Each one names various Malden sites and displays the number of minutes
it takes to walk to that location with arrows pointing in the appropriate direction.

The Malden Walkability Committee believed that one way to improve the walking experience on the
Malden portion of the Northern Strand Community Trail would be to install mile markers. The Malden
section of the Bike Path is 3.1 miles beginning at the Malden-Everett line in Ward 1 and continuing to the
Linden section in Ward 8. The signs are double-sided so that pedestrians walking in both directions will
know how far they’ve walked. The Everett-Malden line starts at 0, 1, 2, 3 then in Linden it starts at 0, 3, 2,
1 respectively. The sign design is consistent with the Frank Stella Wayfinding Signs that the Walkability
Committee had installed throughout the City several years ago.

A great way to get around the City is on the Northern Strand
Community Trail also known as the “Bike Path.” This 9-mile community pathway stretches from the
Malden-Everett line through Malden, Revere, and Saugus toward the Lynn waterfront. Many bicyclists,
walkers, runners and those using non-motorized means of transportation can be seen enjoying this
amenity on a daily basis. In the summer of 2013, the three-mile Malden portion was paved so that
residents can better enjoy this way of traveling through the City. The path is used year-round and the
cleaning of the path is now part of Malden's snow removal efforts as it is used by residents in all seasons
and weather.
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The Malden River is a tributary to the Mystic River. Like the Mystic River, the Malden River is an urban
river with a long history of industrial uses. Although it has been neglected for quite some time, many
residents and organizations in the watershed are joining forces to improve water quality and recreational
opportunities along the river. In 2012 Malden began the development of the Malden River Routes. The
longest route is 1.9 miles and is marked by large signs with the river route logo. The route begins at Oak
Grove and connects points of interest such as parks, historical sites, and community institutions. As with
many urban rivers, the Malden River was put into an underground culvert for much of its length. The
route follows the underground path of the Malden River from the Spot Pond Brook until it emerges south
of Charles Street and then follows the river. In addition, there are four secondary routes that connect
neighborhoods with the main route. These are the O’Connell Park route, the Edgeworth route, the Bell
Rock route and the Northern Strand Community Trail (NSCT.) These secondary routes are signed with the
Malden River Route signs as well.
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Successes

The Walkability Committee was established by Mayor Gary Christenson in 2012. In 2013, the Walkability
Committee published its first Walkability Report. In 2019 the Committee decided to provide an update to
the 2013 report to chronicle achievements and to lay a framework for future endeavors.
Successes
One of the first tasks the committee undertook in 2012 was to survey streets on foot. Malden Center was
one of the most problematic intersections identified as well as others. Pleasant Street will soon be
reconnected as new developments are currently being constructed where the old city hall once stood.
Once this building is complete an evaluation regarding Walkability may require an assessment. The city
instituted a Complete Streets Policy in October of 2016. The Complete Streets policy also led to the
Prioritization Plan Task Force comprised of the Mayor or his representative, who will chair the Task Force;
the City Engineer or his representative; the DPW Director or his representative; the City Planner; a City
Councillor appointed by the Council President, a member of the Walkability Committee and the
Coordinator of Mass in Motion. There were a number of Public meetings that led to the city adopting a
five-year Prioritization Plan. This plan allows the city to complete the proposed construction projects and
aims to tackle as many as funding will allow. Many of these roadways as it relates to safety and
Walkability were highlighted in the 2013 report. Two major upgrades were completed in 2019 and others
are either scheduled or planned for the near future. MassDOT via a grant application provided the city
funding to complete projects on the Prioritization plan. On October 1st, 2019 the City applied to MassDOT
for up to another $400,000 to continue to complete projects on the Prioritization plan via the Complete
Street policy.
Once the downtown area construction is completed, Malden’s infrastructure for Walkability will be
enhanced. The barriers in that particular section of the city will be removed and make the area more
conducive to be walked and easier and safer to get around.
Infrastructure upgrades at Charles and Main Street included installation of a refuge island on Main St. to
protect pedestrians and cyclists. A cut out was added to the island for a safer connection to the Bike Path
for both pedestrians and cyclists for crossing. Signage for both bike and pedestrian crossing and upgraded
pedestrian signals were added. The Corner at Charles Street was squared off to those vehicles turning to
reduce speed.
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Infrastructure upgrades at Salem Street, Ferry Street and Main Street (an area of concern pointed out in
the 2013 Walkability Report) included installation of curb extensions and crosswalks while tightening curb
radius. Upgraded pedestrian signals and ADA compliant ramps were installed.

Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation
DCR projects that benefit Malden:
“Pedestrian safety is a primary concern for my administration,” said Mayor Gary Christenson. “We will
continue to identify those areas that represent a safety risk for our residents and propose solutions to
resolve those. Having partners in the Baker-Polito Administration and DCR make solving challenges such as
this one possible, and I’m appreciative of the proactive approach they took in making this a priority.”
In fall 2018, at Fellsway East and Savin Streets, a pedestrian was struck and seriously injured while in the
crosswalk on the south side of the intersection. After urging from Mayor Christenson, DCR engineers
conducted a site survey and developed improvement designs to the intersection. In order to enact swift
improvements to the intersection, DCR shared the design plans with the city and state and local officials
prior to moving forward with the proposed project. Seeking to continue to improve pedestrian and
vehicular safety across all Commonwealth parkways, the Baker-Polito Administration recommended a
roadway improvement project at the intersection of Fellsway East and Savin Street in Malden. The project
was funded through the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation’s (DCR) Fiscal Year
2019 budget, will eliminate a traffic lane, reduce the length of the pedestrian crosswalk, affix new
pavement markings, install new granite curbing, make drainage adjustments, and conduct electrical box
adjustments. The project was completed in the spring of 2019.
Another area of concern for a long period of time for Malden residents has been Fellsway East and
Highland Ave. Mayor Christenson along with city and state lawmakers has been working with the
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) to fund the majority of the cost to a
long-term solution to the dangerous intersection at Highland Avenue and Fellsway East. This intersection
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has long been the scene of many accidents and these improvements will significantly address this
troublesome and dangerous location.
Construction is underway. The project consists of intersection improvements including the installation of
new traffic signals, the removal of the existing circulatory island within the intersection of Fellsway East
and Highland Avenue and the reconstruction of sidewalks and wheelchair ramps within the intersection,
pavement markings, and regulatory signage. The project will also reconfigure residential driveways within
intersection area, drainage improvements and utility pole and overhead line relocation.
Malden also updated its SNOW ORDINANCE, effective January 2018
Section 11.35 Removal of Snow and Ice from Sidewalks
1. The owner, occupant or agent in charge of any land, estate or building abutting a public sidewalk in
the City of Malden shall make said sidewalk safe and convenient for public use by removing any
snow, ice or slush from said sidewalk to bare pavement. Sidewalks must be cleared from property
line to property line. Throwing, pushing, or causing snow to be cast into public streets or sidewalks
is prohibited. Owner, occupant, or agent in charge of any land, estate or building abutting a public
sidewalk shall:
a. Remove snow, slush and ice from said sidewalk within 24 (twenty-four) hours after snowfall
has ended or the Public Works Director has declared that snow removal operations are
complete. This also pertains to snow that has drifted from a residence or building onto
sidewalks. In the event of unusually heavy snowfall, the time limit for removing snow from
sidewalks may be extended at the discretion of the Director of Public Works. Shoveled
sidewalks may also be made safe by covering pavement with sand, salt or other appropriate
material to prevent slipping.
b. Clear sidewalks to a minimum passage width of thirty-six (36) inches. Where a 36-inch width
clearance is not possible due to existing obstructions, sidewalks shall be cleared to the
widest extent possible between the obstructions.
c. Clear a minimum passage of thirty-six (36) inches in width from the door of every residence
or business to the street or sidewalk.
Every attempt should be made to provide full access to handicapped ramps, or other access
points.
2. This ordinance may be enforced in the manner provided in Massachusetts General Laws Chapter
40, section 21D by the Malden Police Department, Malden Board of Health, Malden Parking
Enforcement and the Department of Public Works storm supervisory personnel. Penalties for
violations of this Ordinance will be strictly enforced, and are as follows:
a. For Non-Commercial Properties:
i. first offense of the season shall be a written warning
ii. second offense - $100
iii. third and subsequent offense - $150
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b. For Commercial/Business Properties:
i. first offense – of the season shall be a written warning
ii. second offense - $200
iii. third and subsequent offense - $300
Failure to comply within three (3) days of initial violation may cause the City to remove said snow,
slush or ice. The City may seek reimbursement (in addition to any violations incurred) for removal
of snow, slush or ice.
3. Severability: If any provision of this ordinance is declared invalid or unenforceable, the other
provisions shall not be affected thereby but shall continue in full force and effect.

Most recently, in November of 2019, the Walkability Committee partnered with MassDOT to bring the
“Scan the Street for Wheels and Feet Campaign” to Malden. Below are two examples of signage currently
being utilized in the City.
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Planning for the Future 2023

Malden has seen much progress over the past five years in increased walkability through the creation of
new crosswalks as well as the repainting of others, in addition to ongoing substantial aesthetic
improvements to public spaces that feature heavily walked areas, such as Malden’s portion of the
Northern Strand Community Trail, and importantly, improved access to the walkable network of sidewalks
in and around the popular streets of Malden Center that are home to popular eateries, pubs, breweries,
cafes, and the new Gaming District. This area has recent, and continuing strong business and residential
development, and as such is anticipated to feature more foot traffic than ever before, and will be an
ongoing area of focus of the Walkability Committee.
In addition to Malden Center, as we continue to grow as a community in all parts of the city, improving
upon the walkability of our public spaces and neighborhoods is a common goal of the 8 Wards of Malden.
The scheduled reopening of Pleasant Street in 2020 will be an integral enhancement for walkability and
Malden as well as the revitalization of Exchange Street and bus route additions to Commercial Street.
From the currently ongoing improvements to the area surrounding heavily-walked Oak Grove station, to
safer crosswalks in key areas of concern (i.e., the Highland and Fellsway intersection), to new crosswalks
for streets intersecting with Salem Street and Eastern Avenue, there is much additional improvement
already anticipated, but more is needed. These areas will undergo further evaluation through additional
walkability assessment and research.
As one of the key historic cities of the Greater Boston Metro Region, while looking forward from our strong
roots, we pay homage to the spirit of those original Maldonians of 1640 by continuing to rise to new
challenges and evolve as an innovator of Walkability “Proud Past Strong Future.”The projects referenced
below are ongoing and continue to enhance the quality of life in Malden well increasing the Walkability
landscape.
Complete Streets
The Prioritization Plan is a 5-year living document that was created via a number of public meetings of
which Malden residents attended. This document allows Malden to apply on more than one occasion for
funding to MassDOT. The second funding request was sent to MassDOT in October 2019 to hopefully
secure additional funding to tackle other priority areas identified by residents that took part in the
Complete Street workshops that were open to the public.
Malden River Works/Leventhal Grant (https://www.cityofmalden.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=104)
Malden River Works is a new, experimental resilience project in the City of Malden. Bringing together a
new coalition of community leaders of color, youth, environmental advocates, and government
stakeholders in action, this project will demonstrate a community-led planning and design process for the
creation of a new flood resilient public open space on Malden’s industrial riverfront. Mayor Gary
Christenson stated, “This project will allow us to create a new standard for public participation that
reflects the diversity of our community and empowers residents to affect real change.”
The $100,000 triennial prize was established by MIT’s Norman B. Leventhal Center and was granted to
Malden this year. Malden River Works has proposed a transformation of the city’s Department of Public
Works (DPW) site on the Malden River into a civic waterfront space.
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The team will work with the DPW to study and redesign the site and building operations to foster climate
change preparedness, improved stormwater management, and the integration of safe public access.
Running through a historically heavy-industrial zone, the Malden River has never been considered part of
Malden’s neighborhoods; redesigning a portion of the river for the public presents an opportunity to
demonstrate a new process for envisioning an equitable and resilient future in Malden.
Specifically, this project involves the development of a concept design for the Malden DPW site at 356
Commercial Street through a community-driven design process involving three public meetings during the
fall/winter of 2019. The first public meeting was held on Monday, Oct. 21, 2019, at 6:30 PM at the Malden
Senior Center, 7 Washington Street.
Malden’s River Edge Trail
Malden River Edge Trail is a 1.9 mile lightly trafficked out and back trail located in Malden along the
Malden River. Currently, through Chapter 91 the Commonwealth protects the rights of the public and
guarantees that private uses of tidelands and waterways serve a proper public purpose. This preserves
pedestrian access along the water’s edge for fishing, fowling and navigation and in return for permission to
develop non-water dependent projects on the Commonwealth's tidelands, provides facilities to enhance
public use and enjoyment of the water.
There is legislation before the Massachusetts state legislature that would threaten the public access to the
Malden River Walk and could set a precedent across the Commonwealth to privatize waterfronts. This bill
would clear the way for a Boston condo association to ignore their obligations to provide public access to
the waterfront in Malden.
The Friends of the Malden River are holding a series of public meetings to present public comments.
QR Codes to Access Walkable Maps for the City of Malden
QR codes were developed to help people gain access to the Malden River Walking Route and Walk Malden
Walking Route maps found on the city website.
Malden River Walking Route QR Code
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Walk Malden Walking Route QR Code

Malden Committee on Walkability Facebook Page
The Malden Committee on Walkability is excited to announce that our new Facebook Page is live. Please
check it out at @Maldenwalks to see photos and Walkability updates.
Broadway Corridor Future
The city was awarded a state grant last year to plan for the potential impact of Encore and further
economic growth in the area.
The city is developing a land use and economic development plan for the Broadway (Rt. 99) Corridor using
a grant from the Massachusetts Gaming Commission. The framework includes a study of existing physical
and economic conditions of the corridor, projections of Encore Boston Harbor-related impacts and
recommendations on land use, economic development and job retention and creation strategies.
The city and the Malden Redevelopment Authority selected planning firm BSC Group to help develop the
study over the summer. The plan "addresses clear and action-oriented plan to protect important uses,
prepare for and regulate new development, and utilize gaming facility-driven economic opportunities to
grow Malden's business community and prevent Corridor deterioration," according to the city.
Malden is collecting feedback on the plan through an online survey.
ARTLine
The ARTLine is a public art gallery in Malden that includes professional murals, sculptures, and community
hubs. These hubs will and do feature gathering spaces with bursts of art, greenscapes, pedestrian and
bicycle accommodations, which will fuel economic growth through the act of creating unique and
interesting places throughout Malden.
Several of the large wall murals feature artwork by well-known artists, musicians, and writers who were
born in Malden, as well as a River of Ties Mural celebrating the old rail corridor and the Malden River
which both run through Malden.
By focusing on the creation of gathering spaces in and around public art, the ArtLine will increase foot
traffic at the hubs which will, in turn, benefit local area businesses. The ArtLine will encourage use of the
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trail for exercise for those on wheels and on foot, and share public art with all the diversity of Malden
residents and visitors.
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Appendices
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